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FUND RAISING (1986)

In December 1986, the Youth Council asked the elders for guidance on involvement with the ‘Blue Peter’ appeal for vehicles for relief purposes, by holding ‘bring and buy’ sales. Although sympathetic to the need, and recognising that teenagers did not have the opportunity of adults for ‘direct giving’, some were concerned that if the practice developed, it could be misunderstood and that we would then be asked to sanction ‘bring and buy’ sales, whereas direct giving by the Lord’s people had always been blessed.

There is a distinction between raising funds for our own purposes and raising funds for others. For the former, the Guidelines given to the Scouts some years ago (repeated in the policy statement below) were still applicable.

Where others made the request, there was no wish to restrict the involvement of Chapel organisations in ‘worthy causes’. Where either the nature of the approach or the ability of the group approached to respond by direct giving, meant they would have to become involved in a ‘bring and buy sale’ to respond, the approach should be shared with the elders at as early a stage as possible. Every approach would be looked at on its merits, and on the implications of becoming involved in that particular activity.

It was desirable to share this policy with the Church, at a Church Meeting, before any specific request became an issue. If the principle was approved, it was much easier to deal with specific situations in light of an agreed Church policy.

PRINCIPLES REGARDING FUND RAISING, RECOMMENDED BY THE ELDERS TO THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE CHURCH, HELD ON THURSDAY, 23RD APRIL 1987 AND ACCEPTED BY THE MEETING AS CHAPEL POLICY

1. There is a distinction between raising funds for our own purposes and raising funds for others.

2.
Funds for our own purposes.

With regard to the basic and essential equipment that is required, it is the duty of the Church (through the Youth Council) to have the major responsibility. There may sometimes be varying opinions about what is essential equipment but this would be for the Youth Council and Deacons’ Court to determine.

When it comes to extra equipment, and that which could not honestly be called essential, then the responsibility must be with the young people themselves, by their own direct giving, and that of parents and friends who have a special interest in their activities.

When it comes to raising substantial finance, for example for an exceptional piece of equipment or an expedition or the like, which could not reasonably be raised by the people themselves through direct giving, the fundamental distinction, as a matter of Church policy is between earning funds and raising funds by selling things at a profit.

The earnings aspect is commendable and is to be encouraged. For example, we have accepted that young people can earn money for their funds by car washing and perhaps this could be extended, for example by Church members sponsoring the young people to care for the gardens of some of the elderly folk, being paid at an agreed hourly rate.

What they earn in such ways they may rightly spend on things which benefit themselves personally, such as expeditions and the like.

There may be a place within the Church fellowship for selling articles made by the young people and their friends, when the Church membership is agreeable, prompted by the desire to encourage and help the young people in the projects they have in view. But it is a difficult subject and each project would need to be individually considered.

Selling outwith the Church fellowship is to be avoided completely. It is difficult to fix a just price and there is always scope for misunderstanding.

It is important to set high standards for the young people in this matter of fund raising, even if they are not yet Christians, for the standards they adopt now influences their future attitudes, and each youth auxiliary of the Chapel must represent the Chapel’s position and convictions and be true to them.

The well-being of any group of young people must not be dependent upon expensive equipment or financially ambitious enterprises but on good leadership, genuine friendships, and effective activities within the limits which circumstances and sometimes restrictions of every day life naturally impose.

A good rule to follow in regard to fund raising is ‘If in doubt, don’t’. God’s provision is discovered in the way of obedience, not of doubt.

3.
Raising funds for others.

Where some worthy organisation has made a request, or where a public appeal has caught the imagination of some group within the Church, there is no wish to restrict the involvement of Chapel organisations in ‘worthy causes’. Where either the nature of the approach or the ability of the group approached to respond by direct giving meant they would have to become involved in a ‘bring and buy sale’ to respond, the approach should be shared with the Elders at as early a stage as possible. Every approach would be looked at on its merits, and on the implications of becoming involved in that particular activity.

4.
Procedure.

It was felt desirable to share this policy with the Church, before any specific request became an issue. If the principle was app​roved, it was much easier to deal with specific situations in light of an agreed Church policy.

� Elders’ Minutes, 7 January, 4 February 1987.


� Members’ Minute, 23 April 1987.





